s.ke\ 652]
 AORTIC VALVE  DISEASES
 34!
 
The  atheromatous cases occupy  an inienr/ediiiie petition;   in them
stenosis is often the most important effect of ;he wihular disease, but
when it is not the pulse pressure is about SO; these are averages made
of course from very diverse figures. The a\erage diastollj pressure is
higher in this group, being
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about 90,  because  there
has often been an increase
of   blood-pressure   quite
apart  from  the \alvular
disease.
fig. 43.—'Teleradiograph of heart from a man
aged 48 with syphilitic aortic regurgitation and
paroxysmal nocturnal dyspnoea, There is much
enlargement of the left ventricle, shown both in
the increase of the trans\ erse diameter of the
heart and in the broadening of the left ventricle.
The aorta shows some general dilatation, but
The size of the heart is,
after the symptoms, the
most important single
measure of the patient's
state, and radioscopy Is
valuable not only for its
more precise measure-
ments but because It
provides another exact
standard of comparison
for future years. If the
enlargement is only slight
the outlook is generally
good and a fairly active
life may be allowed; If
the enlargement Is great a
more invalid life is gener-
ally indicated, though
sometimes a patient with
an enormous heart will
manage sedentary work
for   many    years;   with        no aneurysrn
moderate enlargement  it
is more difficult to decide; this subject Is discussed in more detail on
page 347.
The characteristic enlargement Is to the left, and the apex of the heart
is broadened by the hypertrophy of the left ventricle (see Fig. 48),
(2)—Aortic Stenosis
The full picture of aortic stenosis Is met with less frequently. Pallor,
falntness, syncopal attacks., or angina pectoris may suggest the possi-
bility, although only a small proportion of patients with any of these
complaints have aortic stenosis. The pulse is the most characteristic
feature, the slow rise and the sustained plateau being more important
than the small volume, for of this there are many other causes. The
pressure may be very small, e.g. the systolic pressure may be 100 and the
diastole pressure 80 mm. Hg? arid then there are likely to be symptoms
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